MOLECULAR FRONTIERS SYMPOSIUM 2013

INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS’ FESTIVAL
Korea University holds its
annual International Students’ Festival

▲Students rush to the microphone during a question and answer session
during the MFS 2013 at Korea University

▲Bernice Usman from the Nigeria Women’s Trust Fund participates in the
Panel “Talk” Concert at the MFS 2013 at Korea University

himself noted: “Probably most impressive is the way
they’ve been queuing up to the microphones to ask
questions.”
The remaining Day-1 presentations from Prof. Bertil
Andersson, Dr. Robert Langer, and Chef Jennie Walldén
were equally as engaging and again saw dozens upon
dozens of audience members rushing to the microphone
to question the speakers.
The day culminated in a “Talk Concert,” a first for the
Molecular Frontiers Symposium. This unprecedented
event welcomed three students to the stage to interact
directly with five of the Symposium’s participants,
including Dr. Arieh Warshel, the 2013 Nobel Prize winner
in Chemistry.
Day 2 offered a further five presentations, from luminaries
such as Ada Yonath, winner of the 2009 Nobel Prize in
Chemistry; CNR Rao; Kyung-Mi Lee; Alexandra HenrionCaude; and another Nobel laureate, Dr. Arieh Warshal,
who was notified of his Nobel Prize just weeks before the
Symposium.
Day 2 also featured another “Talk Concert,” and this time
one of the international students took part; Bernice
Usman, who prior to attending the Molecular Frontiers
Symposium 2013 at Korea University, had never even left
Nigeria, had a chance to engage with some of Korea’s
best and brightest students, not to mention Nobel
laureate, Ada Yonath; former chair of the Nobel Committee

in Chemistry and current chair of the Molecular Frontiers
Foundation, Bengt Nordén; and several other world-class
scientists.
At the end of Day 2, the Symposium concluded how it
began, with rousing speeches from KU president ByoungChul Kim, Professor Bengt Nordén, and NTU president
Bertil Anderesson, who literally leapt from his seat and to
the stage to give his closing comments.
By anyone’s measure, the Molecular Frontiers Symposium
2013 at Korea University was a resounding success. This
success was reflected in the comments of the participants
themselves as well as the audience members and echoed
by Korea’s media outlets who dedicated a great amount
of coverage to the event, in both the Korean and English
languages.

Molecular Frontiers is a global effort to promote the
understanding and appreciation of molecular science in
society. Aiming to raise the appreciation of science and
technology, Molecular Frontiers presents in a new way the
roles of molecules in various exciting contexts, especially
catering to young people.
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▲International students at Korea University pose for a photograph during the 2013 International Students’ Festival

Korea University held its annual International Students’
Festival (ISF) on Tuesday October 29, 2013. The
festival aims to increase intercultural understanding
and communication between students.
This year, approximately 1,500 international students
shared their traditional culture, cuisine, tourism
hotspots, and other information about their respective
countries.
More than 30 countries were represented including
nearby neighbors China and Japan, but also distant
lands such as Brazil and Peru.
The international students held a diverse range of
events such as wearing traditional clothing, cooking
traditional food, and performing traditional dances. The
students shared their national heritage and showed
harmony and unity beyond cultural differences.
As an added bonus, this year’s ISF coincided with the
Molecular Frontiers Symposium 2013. The Symposium
participants included four Nobel laureates and seven

other world-class speakers, several of whom visited
the Festival and even stopped to pose for photographs
with the students.

▲Molecular Frontiers Symposium 2013 participants Alexandrea HenrionCaude and Jennie Walldén pose with students at the 2013 International
Students’ Festival
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MOLECULAR FRONTIERS SYMPOSIUM 2013
Korea University successfully hosts
Molecular Frontiers Symposium 2013
On October 28 and 29, 2013 Korea University played host
to 11 of the world’s top minds in their fields, including four
Nobel laureates.
The two-day Symposium, organized in conjunction with
the Molecular Frontiers Foundation, the Royal Swedish
Academy of Sciences, and Singapore’s Nanyang
Technological University, aimed to reach out to the world’s
youth and to encourage them to follow their passion and
dreams, including theirs dreams of winning a Nobel Prize
in the sciences.
In addition to the four Nobel laureates and seven worldclass scientists who took part in the Symposium, Korea
University also welcomed more than 700 high school
students from around Korea and around the world.

On Day 1 of the Symposium, the presidents of Korea
University (Byoung-Chul Kim) and Nanyang Technological
University (Bertil Andersson) gave inspirational welcoming
remarks.

▲Byoung-Chul Kim, President of Korea University (left) and Bertil Andersson,
President of Nanyang Technological University deliver welcoming remarks

▲Students pose with 2013 Nobel laureate Arieh Warshel and Inserm researcher
Alexandra Henrion-Caude

Among the students from overseas were eight students
from the Tokyo Korean School in Tokyo, Japan; two
students from the Korea International School in Osaka,
Japan; three students from the Variety Boys & Girls Club
in Los Angeles, USA; and three students from the Nigerian
Women’s Trust Fund.
Beyond just engaging with the world’s youth, the
Symposium also challenged the young audience members
to look for ways to apply science to solve the problems of
today so as to ensure a better tomorrow. This challenge
was reflected in the Symposium’s theme: What are the
Molecular Frontiers of Tomorrow: The Science for You to
Solve?

They were followed by two very special speeches; the first,
a video address by Mme. Park Geun-hye, the President of
the Republic of Korea and the second, a speech by Dr.
Choi Mun-Kee, Korea’s Minister of Science, ICT and Future
Planning.
Later, Professor Bengt Nordén, the chairman of the
Molecular Frontiers Foundation and the former chair of the
Nobel Committee for Chemistry, gave a stirring keynote
and commencement speech entitled, “Convergence of
Science: A View Through the Nobel Prize.”
The day continued with five lectures in three main
sessions themed: Nobel, Creativity, and Food.
The first two lectures came from Dr. Richard Roberts,
winner of the 1993 Nobel Prize in Physiology or Medicine
and Dr. Andrew Fire, winner of the 2006 Nobel Prize in the
same category.
Dr. Roberts’ lecture focused on bioinformatics for the 21st
century, while Dr. Fire talked on the challenges and
opportunities of developing new bioprotective compounds.
The presentations were followed by a 40-minute question
and answer period in which dozens of students clamored
for a chance to query their science superheroes. In fact, it
was the students’ eagerness to participate in the Q&A
sessions that stood out during the Symposium. Roberts
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KOREA-YONSEI GAMES 2013
Korea University takes two wins
over rival Yonsei University
Korea University’s sports teams once again met their rivals from Yonsei University in the
annual Korea-Yonsei Games (Ko-Yon Jeon) on September 27 and 28, 2013.
The opening ceremony at Jamsil Baseball Stadium on September 27 was followed by
the first of five sporting competitions to be held over the two days. Although Korea
University had drawn first blood in last year’s games, it was not to be this year. Despite
having the bases loaded with two out in the ninth inning, Korea University lost the
opening baseball match by a score of 3 to 1.
KU fared better in this year’s basketball match, defeating Yonsei 75 to 62 and making it
three consecutive years that Korea University has won in basketball.
The third and final event of Day 1 saw an exciting but unsatisfying 2 to 2 draw in ice
hockey.
As the ultimate winner of the Games is the school that wins three out of five events,
Korea University’s record of one win, one loss, and one draw on Day 1 meant that there
was much to play for on Day 2.
Day 2 started in the best way possible for Korea University as it claimed an exhilarating
20-17 come-from-behind victory in rugby. This was sweet revenge for last year’s defeat
and with a record of two wins, one loss, and one draw, with just one match remaining,
put Korea University in the driver’s seat to win this year’s Ko-Yon Jeon.
However, despite the strong start to the day, the final match of the 2013 annual Ko-Yon
Jeon, saw Korea University lose 3 to 2 in soccer.
After all was said and done, the 2013 annual Ko-Yon Jeon ended in a draw with two
wins for KU (basketball and rugby), one draw (ice hockey), and two losses (baseball and
soccer).
Although an overall victory would have been much sweeter, this year’s draw means that
KU has been undefeated for the last three consecutive years!
Everyone at the Office of International Affairs would like to thank all the athletes for
giving it their all and all the students, staff, and faculty for supporting the teams.
We look forward to next year and another chance to compete against Yonsei University.
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