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Association  NEWS
Korea University hosts Association of
Pacific Rim Universities’ 9th Senior Staff Meeting
Committee (Ministry of Education, Science
and Technology) gave a keynote speech on
the current state of Korean higher education.
This was followed by a welcoming address
by Korea University President, Byoung-Chul
Kim.

▲APRU Senior Staff

Korea University hosted the Association of Pacific Rim
Universities (APRU)’s 9th Senior Staff Meeting (SSM) from
March 14 to 16, 2012. A total of 49 delegates from 30
APRU member universities attended the annual meeting.
The theme of the event, “APRU-Ten Years Ahead,”
focused on key topics relating to the framework of
APRU's new strategic plan.
P ro f e s s o r S e u n g - Yo n g H o n g , Vi c e - C h a i r o f t h e
Presidential Advisory Council on Education, Science and
Technology and Chairman of the University Restructuring

▲Korea University President,
Byoung-Chul Kim

2 Proactive KU

▲Vice-chair of the Presidential Advisory
Council on Education, Science and
Technology, Seung-Yong Hong

Other distinguished speakers at the meeting
included Professor Hee Young Paik, Former
Minister, Ministry of Gender Equality and
Family, President Tae Yun Ha of the National
Institute for International Education, and
Professor John Endicott, President of
Woosong University and Vice-Chancellor of
SolBridge International School of Business.
They spoke on the key challenges facing
Korean higher education, globalization, and
international relations. During the thematic
sessions, APRU Senior Staff panelists
shared examples of how their universities are adapting to
the evolving challenges of the region as the world
becomes increasingly globalized. Senior staff also
discussed how APRU could best contribute to addressing
these issues through various programs and activities in
the context of the new strategic plan.
The three-day meeting concluded with updates on various
upcoming activities in 2012 and early 2013 and a closing
plenary which was co-chaired by APRU Secretary
General, Dr. Christopher Tremewan and the University of
Melbourne's Deputy Vice-Chancellor (Global
Engagement), Professor Susan Elliott.

The APRU is a consortium of 42 leading research
universities in the Pacific Rim established in 1997 to foster
cooperation in education, research and enterprise thereby
contributing to the economic, scientific and cultural
advancement of the Pacific Rim. Korea University is one
of only two APRU members from the Republic of Korea.
Visit www.apru.org to learn more.

Over 20 new buildings since 2003
Korea University continued to strengthen its state-of-theart infrastructure in 2012 with the completion of three
brand-new construction projects, bringing to over 20 the
number of new building openings in the past decade! For
2012, Korea University has opened (chronologically) the
Korea University College of Medicine Main Building (July
10), made possible by a generous donation of
approximately USD 16 million from a consortium led by
the Director of Dr. Yoo Woman’s Hospital; The Korea
University CJ School of Law building (November 9),
made possible by a generous donation of approximately
USD 12 million from the CJ Group; and the Korea
University Medical and Biotechnological Research
Center, located in the Osong Biovalley, approximately
130 km south of Seoul. In addition, 2012 also saw the
completion of a major restoration to the Korea University
College of Science building.

2013 looks to be no exception to Korea University’s
tremendous infrastructure growth, with at least two
new major construction projects seeing completion.
The first of these new buildings is the new Korea
University College of Nursing building, made possible
by a generous donation of approximately USD 7.5
million from Booyoung Co., Ltd. It
is expected to open in February.
Following that, a brand-new
seven-story dormitory exclusively
for international students, Anam
Global House, Korea University’s
third new dormitory building since
2006, is expected to open in
August, just in time for the fall
semester.

❺

❶
1. CJ School of Law
2. College of Science
3. Anam Global House
4. Medical and Biotechnological Research Center
5. College of Medicine Main Building
6. College of Nursing

❷

❸

❹

❻
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Graduation Ceremony for
International Summer Campus students
Korea University held a graduation ceremony for the 1,450
international and domestic university students and pre-college
students in the International Summer Campus (ISC) program on
August 8th, 2013 at the Supex Hall of the LG-POSCO Business
Administration Building.
The ISC offers more than 120 courses in English and is delivered by
some 60 distinguished faculty from prestigious universities including
Stanford University, Yale University, University of Cambridge, Cornell
University, The University of Pennsylvania, The Johns Hopkins
University, and UC Berkeley, among many others.
Nina Elisa-Euson, from the University of Amsterdam who participated
in the ISC for the first time said, “I took three courses and every
single one of them was satisfactory. Thanks to the school’s diverse
programs, I got to experience Korean culture, which enhanced my
satisfaction with the program.”
Korea University launched the International Summer Campus in 2004,
in celebration of KU’s 100th anniversary. Since then, the ISC has
grown to be one of the largest and most renowned programs of its
type in Asia.

ISC students toss their caps in the air in celebration

ISC students celebrate their graduation

International Students’ Festival
creates a harmonized
global village at Korea University

International students pose during the 2013 mini international
students' festival

International students dance to Gang-nam Style
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The 2013 Mini-International Students’ Festival was held in
front of Korea University’s Dongwon Global Leadership Hall
on May 22, 2013.
The festival was organized to enhance understanding and
communication across cultures by offering international
students the opportunity to introduce the culture, cuisine,
costumes, and travel destinations of their home countries.
Close to 600 students from over 20 different countries
participated in the Festival.
These activities, complemented by the diverse cultural
background of the participants, transformed the campus
into a small, harmonized global village.
This mini festival precedes the main International Students’
Festival held at Korea University’s Democracy Square in the fall.

International Ph.D. candidates at Korea University
continue to receive world-wide acclaim
Yaoyao Jia from China and Minh-Hien Hoang from
Vietnam, both Ph.D. candidates in the College of Life
Sciences and Biotechnology, Division of Food
Bioscience and Technology, had articles published in
the June, 2012 issue of Germany’s leading academic
journal Molecular Nutrition & Food Research.
J i a , t o g e t h e r w i t h P ro f e s s o r S u n g - J o o n L e e ,
discovered that Astaxanthin, a natural carotenoid
abundant in seafood, can be effective in improving
lipid metabolism and preventing fatty liver.
Currently, the prevalence of non-alcoholic fatty liver is
approximately 20-30% in the general population and is
growing rapidly annually; yet no treatment for this has
been developed. Utilizing the findings from this
research, a preventive food and drug compound may
be developed using natural carotenoid in food that can
help prevent fatty liver.
Hoang, together with Professor Sung-Joon Lee,
discovered that taurine, which is abundant in seafood,
elevates HDL cholesterol levels by improving lipid
metabolism in cells. Higher levels of HDL cholesterol,

Prof. Sung-Joon Lee

known as the ‘good cholesterol’ because it relocates
‘bad cholesterol’ from areas where it shouldn’t be,
have been shown to reduce the risk of heart disease.
Findings from Hoang and Lee’s research could be
utilized to promote national health and prevent heart
disease by using food ingredients to increase HDL
cholesterol.

Korea University offers online course registration for
international students
When Korea University began its drive to enter into the ranks of the world’s top universities, it set several priorities
and goals. One of these priorities was to offer more of its courses in English. As of 2013, nearly 40% of all
undergraduate courses at Korea University are taught in English. However, international students faced
inconveniences when registering for courses because of the previous paper-based registration method. However,
starting with the 2013 spring semester, Korea University has introduced an online course registration for
international students.
The system is available both in English and Korean and can be accessed anytime and anywhere by visiting:
http://sugang.korea.ac.kr:7080. As the system is brand new, here are some tips to keep in mind:
• All times listed on the course registration schedule are Korean Standard Time (KST)
• Course registration is first-come, first-served, so it is best to register early
• Offline course registration will still be available to those with little or no access to the Internet
For more information about Korea University’s new online course registration for international students, visit the
Office of International Affairs website at: http://oia.korea.ac.kr or email: studyabroad@korea.ac.kr or phone:
+82-2-3290-5151~5153.

http://sugang.korea.ac.kr:7080
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Korea University wins the 2012
Korea-Yonsei Games (Ko-Yon Jeon)

President Kim celebrates KU's second
consecutive victory in the Ko-Yon Games

Korea University students cheer at the 2012 Ko-Yon Games

The 2012 edition of the historic Korea-Yonsei Games, or
Ko-Yon Jeon as it is known in Korean, was held on Friday
September 15 and Saturday September 16, 2012, with
Korea University defeating cross-town rivals Yonsei
University by a score of 3-2.
This classic rivalry traces its roots back to 1927 when a
single soccer match decided the ultimate champion of
the games. In 1965, the games expanded to include five
separate sporting events spread over two days, and it is
this formula that remains today.
This year, the first day saw competitions in baseball,
basketball, and ice hockey, while the second day saw
rugby and soccer competitions. The overall winner of
the games is determined by which school wins the
greater number of individual competitions.
For 2012, Korea University defeated its rival, Yonsei University by a
score of 3-2, claiming victories in baseball (3-1); basketball (74-60);
and soccer (1-0). This is the second consecutive Ko-Yon Jeon
victory for Korea University.

Korea University wins 57th National Ice Hockey
League championships

President Kim poses with the
Korea University Ice Hockey Team

Held from April 10 to 16, 2012 at the Mokdong Ice Rink
in southwestern Seoul, Korea University won the 57th
National University Ice Hockey League championship.
The team celebrated their victory with Korea University
President, Byoung-Chul Kim on April 27 at Korea
University’s historic Main Hall, where President Kim
praised the athletes for their hard work and encouraged
them to keep their “fair-play” spirit.
In capturing the championship, Korea University won four
out of five matches, including a 3-2 victory over traditional
rivals, Yonsei University and a resounding 12-1 defeat of
Kwangwoon University.
For its efforts, the team received three additional awards,
with coach Tae-Ho Choi picking up the ‘Best Leader’
award and team captain Hyeong-Yoon Shin getting the nod
as MVP and Highest Points Scorer.

Korea University faces off against its traditional rival Yonsei University
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Valery Zorkin, Head of the Constitutional Court of the Russian
Federation, speaks at Korea University
Korea University welcomed Valery Zorkin, Head of the
Constitutional Court of the Russian Federation, to give a
special lecture at the College of Law on May 21, 2012.
Zorkin spoke about the legal
foundations of the global order and
emphasized the necessity of legal
harmonization among sovereignties
i n t h e n a m e o f p ro t e c t i n g
human rights and democracy
in order to set a world order.

Quoting the UN’s alliance and civilization report, Zorkin
said that there should be no hierarchy between cultures,
and that individual cultures contributed to the
development of human beings. He added, “In order for
the alliance of civilization to work, ‘cross-civilizational
laws’ embracing a variety of cultures, institutions and
races are needed.” He also affirmed that a world order
would require sovereignties’ legal harmonization around
the values of human rights and democracy.

Valentina Matvienko, Chairwoman of the Russian Federation
Council, speaks at Korea University
Korea University’s Korea-Russia Dialogue (KRD) and the
Institute of Russia-CIS Studies invited Valentina Matvienko,
Chairwoman of the Federation Council of the Russian
Federation, to give a special lecture at the Global Conference
Hall of the Centennial Memorial Samsung Hall on November
12, 2012.
Korea University President Byoung-Chul Kim
praised Chairwoman Matvienko for “making
significant contributions to urban development
as the governor of the historic and cultural
St. Petersburg” and for “laying the
foundation for active economic
exchange with Korean companies.”

During her lecture, Chairwoman Matvienko said, “The
relationship between Korea and Russia is growing stronger
thanks to active exchange in economy and trade. Last year,
the volume of trade amounted to 25 billion dollars. Korean
companies are opening factories and creating
jobs in Russia. I have heard of impressive results
from the head of federal districts, who hold
more than ten annual meetings with Korea’s
regional leaders.”
Chairwoman Matvienko hoped to
expand cultural and artistic exchange
by allowing college students from
each region to visit Russia for up to
thirty days without a visa.

Jeremy Browne, British Foreign Deputy Secretary, speaks at
Korea University
Korea University’s Division of International Studies invited
Jeremy Browne, British Foreign Deputy Secretary, to give a
special lecture at Korea University’s International Studies
Hall on May 16, 2012.
Under the theme of "South Korea: Miracle of Our Times,"
the deputy secretary talked about Korea's economic and
political development and opportunities for bilateral or
multilateral cooperation with the UK.
Since joining Universitas 21 (U21) in 2004, KU has been
conducting various academic exchanges and joint projects
with prestigious universities in the UK. Secretary Browne
graduated from one of the member schools, the University
of Nottingham, and served as the president of the student
council there.
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He said that he truly believed that Korea was an excellent
role model not only for the UK, but also for all nations that
aspired to liberty and prosperity, including those
in the Asian region. He expressed his hopes
that Korea and the UK would form a
strategic partnership in all areas to further
strengthen their relationship. He
expressed his firm belief in mutual
partnership and emphasized
t he necessi t y of i n- d ep t h
bilateral cooperation and
continued support.

Dr. Yuan T. Lee, Nobel Laureate & President Emeritus of
Academia Sinica of Taiwan, speaks at Korea University
Korea University’s Research Institute for Natural Sciences
invited Dr. Yuan T. Lee, a Nobel laureate in chemistry and
President Emeritus of Academia Sinica of Taiwan, for a
special lecture at the conference hall of the Engineering
Building on July 13, 2012. The theme of Dr. Lee’s speech
was: “Energy, Environment and Our Sustainable Future.”
Dr. Lee, who won the Nobel Prize in Chemistry in 1986, said
that “through the Industrial Revolution and development of
communication and transportation technologies, our planet
has changed from an infinite to a finite place for us.” He also
pointed out that, contrary to conventional perception, “the
distance of relationship between people has drawn much
closer and there have been many rapid changes.
Meanwhile, such changes have brought about climate
changes and environmental degradation, producing
important research subjects for scientists.” He then
concluded by saying, “Our future depends on how the world
functions effectively as a single community with limited
space, capabilities and natural resources.”

Greg Combet, Australian Minister for Climate Change and
Energy Efficiency, speaks at Korea University
Korea University’s Global Leadership Development Center (GLDC) invited the Honorable
Greg Combet, Australian Minister for Climate Change and Energy Efficiency and Minister for
Industry and Innovation to give a special lecture on April 27, 2012 at the Dongwon Global
Leadership Hall. Minister Combet’s talk was titled, “Australia and Korea: the Challenge of
Climate Change”.
Mr. Combet said that Australia and Korea recognized climate change and the
two countries had a common interest in finding global solutions to the
problem through international negotiations and domestic policies. He added
that his government strongly supports the Korean government’s pioneering
efforts to set up a global green growth institute.
Pointing out that many countries, including Korea, paid attention to
emissions trading as a means to cutting greenhouse gas emissions, Mr.
Combet noted that Australia’s carbon pricing scheme would be put in
place by 2015 and linked with the global carbon market through
emissions trading.
According to Mr. Combet, in the long run, carbon pricing
schemes would have a positive effect on investment in such
clean energy sources as natural gas, solar energy and
wind energy, and would impact the growth of the clean
energy industry in the future. He expected that the
scheme would provide an incentive for companies to
employ environmentally friendly technologies and
produce opportunities for economic growth.
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Korea University to Host
Molecular Frontiers Symposium 2013
On October 28 and 29, 2013 Korea University, together
with the Molecular Frontiers Foundation, the Royal Swedish
Academy of Sciences, and Nanyang Technological
University, will host the prestigious Molecular Frontiers
Symposium.
This two-day Symposium will bring together some of the
world’s leading experts in the fields of molecular science
and biology. Included among these brilliant and engaging
speakers are top professors, university presidents,
government ministers, business leaders, and several Nobel
Prize winners including Ada Yonath of the Weizmann
Institute of Science, K. Barry Sharpless of the Scripps
Research Institute, and Richard Roberts of New England
Biolabs.

One of the goals of the Symposium is to inspire the world’s
youth by reflecting on previous scientific tipping points of
major breakthroughs that have impacted society, and by
posing new important questions that have not yet been
solved.
Molecular Frontiers is a global effort to promote
understanding and appreciation of molecular science in
society. The theme of the Symposium at Korea University
is: What are the Molecular Frontiers of Tomorrow: The
Science for You to Solve?
In addition to the audience of 600-plus high school
students from around the world, the Molecular Frontiers
Symposium at Korea University will also be broadcast live
on one of Korea’s top television networks.

Confirmed speakers include:

Ada Yonath
Weizmann Institute of Science (Nobel Laureate)

Andrew Fire
Stanford University (Nobel Laureate)

Bertil Andersson
Nanyang Technological University
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K. Barry Sharpless
The Scripps Research Institute (Nobel Laureate)

Robert Langer
Massachusetts Institute of Technology

Ada Yonath
Weizmann Institute of Science (Nobel Laureate)

Richard Robert
New England Biolabs (Nobel Laureate)

C.N.R. Rao
Jawaharlal Nehru Centre for Advanced Scientific Research

Alexandra Henrion-Caude
Nat’l Inst. of Health and Medical Research (Inserm)

Bengt Norden
Molecular Frontiers Foundation

H.E. Nguyen Tan Dung, Prime Minister of
the Socialist Republic of Vietnam,
receives honorary degree from Korea University
Korea University awarded an honorary
Ph.D. in economics to H.E. Nguyen Tan
Dung, Prime Minister of the Socialist
Republic of Vietnam, on March 28, 2012 at
the Centennial Memorial Samsung Hall.
Korea University acknowledged Prime
M i n i s t e r D u n g ’s c o n t r i b u t i o n t o t h e
development of politics in Vietnam, and to
the continued development of the national
economy and the overall society.
Korea University President Byoung-Chul
Kim said, “This doctoral degree is a token
of our appreciation and tribute to the
achievement that Prime Minister Dung’s
positive and future-oriented mindset has
enabled.”

Mr. Kamata Kaoru, President of
Waseda University, receives honorary
degree from Korea University
Korea University awarded an honorary
P h . D . i n l a w s t o M r. K a m a t a K a o r u ,
p re s i d e n t o f Wa s e d a U n i v e r s i t y, o n
February 24, 2012 at the Centennial
Memorial Samsung Hall.
Korea University acknowledged President
Kaoru’s extraordinary contributions to law
education and globalization of Waseda
University.
Korea University President Byoung-Chul
Kim said, “Mr. Kaoru helped Waseda
University develop into a leading player in
the globalized era [and] I believe this
doctoral degree will lead to advances in
exchanges between our two universities.”

Jennie Wallden
Swedish Master Chef
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Korea University’s “China Global Leadership Program” to produce China specialists
Korea University launched its China Global Leadership Program on July 1, 2013. The inaugural edition of the program
sent 58 students to Renmin University of China, where they received intensive Chinese language and cultural training.
Moving forward, the KU-China Global Leadership Program will produce global China specialists who can lead the future
of Korea-China relations. Participating students will acquire high-level Chinese language proficiency through intensive
Chinese lectures. In addition, they will increase their understanding of China through local cultural experiences. The
2013 edition of the program ran for a total of 8 weeks, from July 1 to August 23, 2013.
Under the program, students received basic language training in Korea from July 1 to 26 and then complete an
advanced course in China. This intensive program runs five days a week and six hours a day, offering a variety of
activities such as teamwork building exercises and presentations and readings on culture and current affairs. In addition,
students will have opportunities to visit industrial and cultural heritage sites to broaden their horizons.
Costs for registration, flights, tuition, and dormitories in China will be fully borne by Korea University. In addition, six
credits will be awarded to all students who complete the program.
At the end of each day, researchers from the Chinese Studies Institute at Korea University will facilitate cultural experience and understanding of Chinese
society while helping students adjust to China and the program by matching “Language Buddies” that consist of students from Renmin University. Korea
University Hall, which was constructed at the Renmin University of China, is expected to play a critical role in the KU-China Global Leadership Program.
Executive Vice President for Administration and External Affairs, Professor Jaeho Yeom said, “Foreseeing the growing trend of global mobility, we need to
nurture our global talents for 20 to 30 years. And for that, training students as experts on China is one of the University’s missions.” He went on to say, “I
look forward to a new journey of young Korea University students who continue the saga of the late President of Korea University, Jun-yeop Kim, who
travelled across mainland China to become a member of the Independence Army in 1944.”

• Ranked #1 in Korea for Political Science & Int’l Studies (QS WUR 2013)
• 15 subject areas ranked in the world top 100 by subject (QS WUR 2013)
• Modern Languages
• Chemistry
• Engineering (Chemical)
• Statistics & Operational Research
• Engineering (Electrical)
• Law
• Agriculture & Forestry
• Political Science & Int’l Studies

• English Language & Literature
• Engineering (Civil & Structural)
• Engineering (Mechanical)
• Pharmacy & Pharmacology

• Accounting & Finance
• Economics & Econometrics
• Communication & Media Studies

