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International Associations
KU to launch international consortium to foster collaboration
between East Asian and Nordic/Benelux universities
Regional contingents - an international encounter
In keeping with the founding value of Korea University of “saving the nation through education,” Prof. Jaeho Yeom,
President, will be launching a forum for university presidents and researchers from East Asia to dialogue with their colleagues
and peers from the Nordic/Benelux region of Europe in May, 2016.
By building on the shared values of East Asia and Northern Europe, of fostering human capital as the key to national development and to ensure that universities from these regions are adequately and competitively resourced to cope with current and
future needs of a globalized economy, the East Asia– Nordic/Benelux University Consortium will provide a rare and unique opportunity for participants to:
EXPLORE the educational and research landscape of
the East Asian and Nordic/Benelux regions.

ASSESS collaborative and partnership models, while
benchmarking research promotional successes.

HIGHLIGHT plans for future educational reform and development.

UTILIZE shared knowledge through technology transfer
initiatives while supporting our research communities.

With a shared understanding that social and economic viability are increasingly dependent on international connectivity and openness, the East Asia – Nordic/Benelux University Consortium will be a place to harness shared potential between Asia and Europe.

The 1st Conference:
“Unique Potentials, Great Synergies”
May 3-5, 2016 at Korea University
The 1st East Asia – Nordic/Benelux University Consortium
Conference organized under the theme of “Unique Potentials, Great Synergies,” will focus on exploring initiatives to
strengthen humanities, social sciences and biomedical research projects in the areas of:
• Informatics/Computer Science & Information Systems
• Biomedical & Life Sciences
• Welfare Systems/Policy & Social Change
The Consortium will culminate in a special ceremony at Korea
University’s 111th Anniversary celebrations on May 5, 2016.

Proposed Consortium Members
NORDIC/BENELUX

EAST ASIA

University of Amsterdam,
The Netherlands
University of Copenhagen,
Denmark
University of Helsinki,
Finland
Katholeike Universiteit,
Leuven, Belgium
Lund University,
Sweden
University of Luxembourg,
Luxembourg
University of Oslo,
Norway

Korea University,
Korea
Fudan University,
China
Renmin University,
China
University of Tsukuba,
Japan
Waseda University,
Japan

“In follow-up to a recent visit to Northern Europe I made last Fall, where I was impressed by the
increasing desire of universities in the Nordic/Benelux region for engagement with Asian universities, it
is my intention to develop a network of research universities to provide an opportunity to explore and
leverage the unique educational and research strengths in each region,” says Prof. Jaeho Yeom,
President of Korea University and Founder of the Consortium. “This Consortium will provide an
occasion to coordinate this potential, for the benefit of all member institutions and the communities
and nations they serve.”

International Developments
With the support of the JP Morgan Foundation,
KU graduates first cohort of students in entrepreneurship
program for North Korean defectors
Moving from one country to another presents many
challenges, such as leaving family and friends behind, settling in a strange city, finding a new job and creating a social
network. Yet the stress and anxiety associated with these lifechanging events are compounded for North Korean defectors
to the South because they are often at a disadvantage due to
a lack of financial resources, quality educational opportunities
and a general knowledge of modern South Korean social,
political and economic life.
To address this concern, the Korea University Social Service
Organization (KUSSO) launched the "KU Entrepreneurship
and Employment Academy for North Korean Defectors" last
June, 2015, to improve the quality of life of North Korean defectors by enhancing their individual abilities and economic
competitiveness. The first two cohorts of program participants graduated in August and November of 2015. Funding for the program was provided by a generous grant of
$240,000 USD from the JP Morgan Foundation, the philanthropic division of the well-known global financial institution.
"Candidates for the program come from among the 27,500
North Korean defectors currently living in South Korea," says
Prof. Do Seon Eur, Manager of the North Korean Entrepreneurship Academy Program. "There were 83 applicants for
the Academy and 70 were finally selected. Most range from
20 to 30 years old and have already completed the six-month
Korean government re-education program."

The KU Entrepreneurship and Employment Academy for
North Korean Defectors is a seven-month program administered in three phases including lectures, workshops with oneto-one mentoring from business leaders, and making practical plans to start a business. By completion of the program
students will have learned the social, political and economic
differences between South and North Korea, identified a
business sector of professional and personal interest and put
together a business plan, while taking steps to begin implementation.
"The best and brightest from each graduating class receives
seed-money to actually finance their business ventures,"
continues Prof. Eur. "It is hoped that recent graduates of this
program will play a leading role in the restoration of the North
when the unification process ultimately begins."

About the JPMorgan Foundation and JPMorgan Chase
The JPMorgan Foundation (and JPMorgan Chase) helps
clients and communities navigate a complex global economy
and address economic and social challenges. The Foundation uses its strength, global reach, expertise, relationships,
and access to capital to make a positive impact in cities
around the world.
In 2013, the JPMorgan Foundation (and JPMorgan Chase)
gave more than $210 million to thousands of nonprofit organizations across 42 U.S. states, the District of Columbia, and
44 countries around the world. More than 47,000 employees
provided 540,000 hours of volunteer service in local communities around the globe.

The JPMorgan Foundation (and JPMorgan Chase) works with
community partners to create pathways to opportunity by
supporting workforce development, financial capability, small
business development and community development in the
regions where it does business.

Source:
http://www.jpmorganchase.com/
corporate/Corporate-Responsibility/
global-philanthropy.htm
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Outgoing Student News
KU-China Global Leadership program launches
additional internship and intensive course tracks
Recognizing that China is not only the most populous
country in the world, but also on tract to developing the full
potential of its natural and human resources to become the
world’s largest economy, Korea University’s Global Leadership
Development Center will be launching two additional program
features as part of the KU-China Global Leadership program
to foster students to become true Chinese specialists.
These new features include a Summer Internship and a
Winter Intensive study track. In addition to existing program
tracks in Shanghai and Harbin, the new Summer track will
provide students with an opportunity to study and work in
Qingdao, while the final Winter track will be held at the KU
Global Center Beijing at Renmin University of China.
“We developed these additional program features to enhance
our already existing tracks focusing on language and cultural
studies,” says Ms. Heeyeon Kim, Manager of the KU Global
Leadership Development Center. “To more fully understand
China’s important role within the global economic, cultural

Each year over 300 students apply for admission to the first
track of the program, with 80 students being selected. Korea
University supports students’ tuition and accommodation fees
in China through funding from 11 generous alumni donors and
two corporate sponsors, including China Minsheng Bank. For
students with financial challenges additional support is also
available.
“After completing each track of the program, students will
gain a deeper knowledge of China, through language and
cultural studies, field-trips, meetings with political and business leaders as well as work experience,” added Ms. Kim.
“They will certainly become well acquainted with the many
dimensions of China, and also build relationships that will last
a lifetime.”

TRACK 3

TRACK 1
(Summer) 4 + 4 Weeks
• Seoul + Shanghai
• East China Normal Uni
versity
• Language and Cultura
l Studies
• Chinese company visi
ts

and political landscape, we added the internship component
at top Chinese companies, while the intensive courses will
allow students to complete the program by studying issues
more thoroughly.”

TRACK 2
(Winter) 4 Weeks
• Harbin
• Harbin Institute of Technology
• Language and Cultural Studies
• Field Trips

(Summer) 8 Weeks
• Qingdao
• Ocean University of China
• Language Studies
• Internship

TRACK 4
(Winter) 2 Weeks
• Beijing
• Renmin University of China
• Intensive Studies in Chinese
Media, Politics, Economics
and Law
• Field Trips

New needs-based scholarship program
launched to support study abroad
Beyond academic performance and language skills, one of the greatest barriers to studying abroad for many students
continues to be a lack of financial resources. To help encourage students who might otherwise not be able to participate in
KU’s Student Exchange programs, the University will launch the International Opportunity Scholarship (IOS) in September, 2016.
This program will fund a semester of study at one of KU’s many partner universities around the world, for up to 20 students
per year, including airfare, housing and a living stipend.
“As a quality study abroad experience is becoming a more common part of an excellent undergraduate education, students
with limited financial resources may be at a disadvantage when seeking employment,” says Ms. Meerhee Kim, Study Abroad
Program Manager for the Americas at KU’s Office of International Affairs. “For this reason we have developed the KU IOS
Scholarship to ensure that as many qualified students as possible are able to participate in our exchange program, regardless
of their financial status.”

Funding for this program is being provided through
the generosity of the KU Pride Club. A monthlygiving program that funds, among other university
initiatives, international student programs and study
abroad scholarships.

The following shows the regions and numbers of KU
students who have studied abroad through KU's exchange
and visiting student programs for the 2015 Fall semester.

S. AMERICA 12
EUROPE 252
ASIA 153

OCEANIA 21

N. AMERICA 123

TOTAL 561
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Cover Story: KU Conjures
Huge national investment in
biomedicine conjures
Korea’s rapid economic development continues to amaze
and mystify politicians, economists and academics alike.
Though there are many different theories on how Korea was
able to develop so quickly, all tend to agree that the key to
Korea’s success was its people.
Since Korea has very few marketable natural resources, the
nurturing of its human capital, through effective training and
educational programs has significantly contributed to the
“Korean Economic Miracle”. To ensure that this model continues into the future, the Korean government has recently
developed policies to increase support for technological developments in the biomedical sector to foster the health and
happiness of the Korean people while establishing an important new economic driver.
As a result, Korea University, in keeping with its founding
principle of “National Salvation through Education,” has been
called upon to participate in the creation of a “Bio Valley” adjacent to its main campus in the Hongneung District of Seoul.
This project, entitled KU-MAGIC ( orea niversity edical
pplied R&D lobal nitiative enter), will develop in several stages leading to a collaborative network of universities
and institutes to maximize synergies that will yield significant
positive innovations in biomedical research.

Key Developments
• COORDINATE KU’s three research-driven hospitals, optimizing their infrastructure and administrative systems
• FOSTER global networking and research innovation by
launching the Institute for Convergence Medical Sciences to
consolidate innovation successes and business achievements
• strengthen ties internally at KU between the natural
sciences, humanities, social sciences, medical school, health
sciences and Anam Hospital
Goal: Establishment of the Advanced Convergence Medical
Center – an authentic ‘living lab’

Partnership & Networking
Building upon Success
Korea University and the Korea University Medical Center
have a proven track record of being at the forefront of socially responsible medicine. With the KU College of Medicine
at Anam Hospital having been founded as the nation’s first
medical school for women, and its Guro and Ansan hospitals focusing on providing service to factory workers, Korea
University is continuing its mission of being committed to socially responsible health care.
In addition, Korea University was one of the first universities to
embrace an embedded multidisciplinary research administrative system maximizing the creation of convergent knowledge.

Through partnering with world-renowned universities and
research institutes, KU-MAGIC will build a universal platform
for medical services and contribute to global sustainable
social development. Partnerships currently being explored
include: Kings College London, UK, Karolinska Institute,
Sweden, A*STAR, Singapore, Stanford University, USA, Texas
Medical Center, USA, among others.

Establishment of New R&I Ecosystem
Helping to streamline and cultivate the path from innovative
research to successful commercialization KU-MAGIC will establish a virtuous cycle of Research – Innovation – Commercialization – Reinvestment, resulting in the enhancement of
Korea’s core competitiveness and fulfilling KU’s commitment
to social responsibility.

Research Themes
Viruses and Infectious Diseases

ESTABLISH an innovative research system of cause, prevention, diagnosis and treatment to overcome viruses
and infectious diseases utilizing Korea’s top researchers in medicine, pharmaceutics, and clinical diagnosis.

Medical Devices

INTRODUCE a new business model supporting the development and commercialization of medical devices
while developing a sustainable idea development platform to stimulate the improvement of medical devices for
therapeutic purposes.

Personalized Medicine

PIONEER the enhancement of health and well-being based on the integration of personalized pharmaceutics,
diagnosis and medical services, while setting the stage for open innovation, encouraging academic exchanges
in key areas of personalized medicine, such as genomes/proteins, IT/NT/BT convergence and stem cells.

Smart-aging

UTILIZE KU’s advanced research infrastructure to develop therapies and medical devices to prevent and cure
degenerative diseases including brain diseases, chronic diseases and the deterioration of physical/cognitive
functions. Through promoting the convergence of the departments of Food and Biotechnology and Life Sciences functional food products will be developed to support smart-aging.

Big Data

EXPAND the establishment of the KU Big Data Institute to provide consistent and efficient health care services
to marginalized patient populations to more develop public health care services and platforms.

“The extension of the average lifespan and subsequent aging of societies
have resulted in new social and economic challenges … Universities have
always played a role as the vanguard in providing answers to questions
that have haunted humanity…Korea University is now drafting another
blueprint for a better tomorrow – KU MAGIC.”
Prof. Jaeho Yeom, President
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Incoming Student News
KU Global Friends Scholarship developed to support
world’s best and brightest from 21 countries
In response to an increasing interest expressed by thousands of students from all over the world to study in Korea,
KU has launched Phase 1 of the new KU Global Friends
Scholarship to support talented students from a variety of
unique countries to attend KU as degree-seeking undergraduate students. This new program also reflects Korea
University’s core interest in, and commitment to, assisting
in the development of the human resource potential in other
countries and to cultivate a foreign alumni-base of good-will
ambassadors for Korea — and KU — in the future.
Through agreements with participating countries’ ministries
of education, the program will offer a generous scholarship
package including full tuition, accommodation, living stipend
and roundtrip airfare. Representing a multi-million dollar investment over the coming years, Phase 1 of the program
involves not only identifying and contacting participating
countries, but also seeking the support of generous donors,
including Korean companies abroad with a special interest in
helping develop their host country’s human capital.

Scholarship recipients will have a variety of undergraduate
academic programs to choose from, including a new major in
Korean Studies, delivered in English and simplified Korean.
“As a top ranked university, we are confident that scholarship
recipients will find their time with us not only academically
challenging, but also personally rewarding,” says Prof. Sang
Kee Song, Deputy Vice President, International Affairs. “This
program will also assist us in broadening our international
student profile by enhancing the diversity of our student
body, while bringing new and unique perspectives to our
classrooms.”
With Phase 1 of the development of this program currently
underway, KU is expecting to implement Phase 2 — the welcoming of the first cohort of scholarship recipients — in 2017.

Participating Countries include:
Angola
Argentina
Bolivia
Brazil
Chile
Columbia
Costa Rica
Czech Republic

Ecuador
Guatemala
Hungary
Kazakhstan
Mexico
Myanmar
Paraguay

Peru
Poland
South Africa
Uruguay
Uzbekistan
Venezuela

Surprise visits from family members encourage
international students at KU
International degree-seeking students often experience long periods of time away from home and family. Even with
modern day communications technologies a personal visit from a loved one can be a great encouragement to students completing a full undergraduate degree abroad.
Understanding the daily challenges encountered by international degree-seeking students at KU, and helping them to address
these challenges successfully while in Korea, are the key priorities of the Korea University International Student Assistants,
(KUISA) club. One initiative recently launched by KUISA involves sponsoring “surprise visits” of family members of international students providing a memorable experience for the students, while showcasing the excellent work of KUISA in helping
to successfully integrate international students at KU.
Inspired by the Korean reality TV show “Infinite Challenge,” KUISA selected two active and well-liked international students as
the ‘targets’ of the surprise. Their family members were discretely contacted months before the event and coached on how
the surprise would be organized, as the secrecy of the program was of the utmost importance.
The two lucky student participants were Gabrina from Malayisa and Niklas from Sweden. In each case their father decided to
visit and flew from their hometowns to Korea to surprise their child and spend a week together in Seoul. Korea University’s Office of International Affairs sponsored the airfare, while KUISA’s Executive Committee secured accommodations for the visiting parent through a generous donation from the Korean hotel search engine “Ohmyhotel".
“Organizing the surprise family visits is a project to help increase international student engagement and a sense of belonging
among international students --- to show that KU cares about them and their families,” says Mr. Heemang Sin, Student President of KUISA. “The event was a very touching moment for the students and parents, and all who witnessed it — it also draws
much positive attention to the good work that KUISA does for international students.”

INCOMING

...

Student st
ats for
2015 Fall
semester
Degree St
udents

1,997

About KUISA
Under the supervision and support of the Korea
University Office of International Affairs, the Korea
University International Student Assistants (KUISA)
is a group of Korean and international students
working together to ensure international degreeseeking students receive the resources and support
they need to succeed in their studies and adjustment to student life at KU and in Korea.

Exchange
Visiting St /
udents

742

Total: 6,12
1

ISC
(Summer
) Progra
m
1

,336

Korean La
nguage
Program

2,046
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On the Road for KU
President Yeom
Visits the Americas
Developing and fostering international partnerships
is a key priority of President Jaeho Yeom, to ensure
that KU remains fully engaged in global issues in higher education. Below are highlights from some of his
recent international initiatives.

north america
(December 2 -16, 2015)

Fostering greater relations
with KU North American
alumni

NEW YORK

ATLANTA

LOS ANG

ELES

TORONTO

CHICAGO

SEATTLE

WASHINGTO
N

DC

SAN FRANCISCO

BOSTON

SOUTH america
(January 12 – 27, 2016)

Signing Letters of Intent for Cooperation with
Ministries of Education for the KU Global
Friends Scholarship Program
Signing an MOU with UC Irvine to move forward plans
for greater academic cooperation.

try
Colombian Minis
of Education
Delivering a guest lecture at UC Irvine, “The Future of
Higher Education in Asia.”

Ecuadorian Ministry of Education
SENESCYT

Expanding partnerships with
universities for research and
academic exchange

Colombian Air Fo
rc
Graduate School e Post

Opening the KU Global Center, Silicon Valley, as a US
base to foster IT experts.

o de
tolica de Santiag
Universidad Ca l, Ecuador
ui
Guayaq

Developing joint-use incubation space at GWU for an
entrepreneurship and innovation program between KU
and GWU’s School of Engineering and Applied Sciences.

Peruvian Ministry of Education
PRONABEC

es,
de Los And
Universidad
Colombia

Universidad Nacional de San Antonio
Abad del Cuzco, Peru
Universidad San Francisco de Quito, Ecuador
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Attracting the World's Attention
Youngest Muslim woman to climb Mount Everest dispelling popular myths about Muslim
women and Pakistani society.
The Center for Gender Equality at Korea University hosted an inspirational lecture by Ms. Samina Khayal Baig,
the youngest Muslim woman in the world to have successfully climbed Mount Everest, on September 10, 2015.
Ms. Baig climbed Everest when she was 21 years old, and is the first Pakistani and Muslim woman to climb the
seven summits – the seven highest mountains of all seven continents, including Antarctica.
The lecture was an exceptional opportunity for Korea University students to learn more about Ms. Baig’s passion
for mountaineering and the beautiful country of Pakistan, while dispelling many popular myths about the lives of
Pakistani Muslim women.
Korea University shares a historic relationship with Pakistan as KU awarded an Honorary Doctorate degree in
Law to Prime Minister Ms. Benazir Bhutto during her State Visit to Korea in 1996.

Harvard University delegation visits KU
Korea University hosted a delegation of eight upper level administrators from Harvard University, USA, on
Tuesday, January 12, 2016. The delegation was headed by Prof. Xiao-Li Meng, Dean, Graduate School of Arts &
Sciences and Prof. Mark Elliott, Vice Provost of International Affairs, and included six other administrators from
Alumni Affairs, International Relations and the Development departments. The purpose of the visit was to learn
more about Korea University, graduate education and international priorities.
The delegation was hosted by Prof. Dong Hoon Ma, Vice President, Future Strategy and Prof. Man Seop Park,
Vice President, Academic Affairs and included representatives from KU’s GSIS, Asiatic Research Center and Office of International Affairs.

International Delegations
Korea University continues to attract the attention of universities and educational institutions from around the world. Below is a list of international delegations that visited KU from June to November, 2015.
June, 2015
• University of Wisconsin, Madison, USA
• Embassy of Canada in Korea
• University College Cork, Ireland
• Embassy of Ecuador in Korea
• University of Auckland, New Zealand
• Macquarie University, Australia
• University of Kansas, USA (1)
• Swinburne University, Australia

July, 2015
• University of California, Irvine, USA (1)
• University of Kansas, USA (2)
• The Organization of American States (OAS), USA
• Portland State University, USA
• Instituto Tecnologico de Santo Domingo,
Dominican Republic
• California State University, Fullerton, USA
• University of California, Irvine, USA (2)
• Universidad de Costa Rica (1)
• Amazonas State University, Brazil
• Autonomous University of Nuevo Leon, Mexico
• University of Cambridge, UK

Agreements

August, 2015
• Indian Institute of Science & Education
& Research, India
• Embassy of Peru in Korea
• Chapman University, USA
• Embassy of Paraguay in Korea
• Embassy of Venezuela in Korea
• University of Missouri, St. Louis, USA

September, 2015
• Embassy of Pakistan in Korea
• University of Toronto, Canada
• University of Costa Rica (2)
• Washington University of St. Louis, USA
• Marmara University, Turkey
• The Eberhard Karls Universitat Tubingen, Germany
• University of Manchester, UK

October, 2015
• Delegation of Norwegian Universities
• Harbin Institute of Technology, China
• Okanagan College, Canada
• University of Edinburgh, UK (1)

October, 2015 (cont.)
• Kings College London, UK
• University of Libre, Colombia
• University of Edinburgh, UK (2)
• The Center for Higher &Technical Education
(CETYS) University, Mexico
• University College London, UK
• Punjab Technical University, India

November, 2015
• Universidad EAFIT, Colombia
• University of Tokyo, Japan
• Friedrich Naumann Foundation, Germany
• University of Nebraska, USA
• Shanghai Jiao Tong University, China
• Xiamen University, China
• Dalian University of Technology, China
• Xi'an Jiao Tong University, China
• Johns Hopkins University, USA
• The Education Abroad Network (TEAN), USA
• Kadir Has University, Turkey
• Universitas Muhammadiyah Yogyakarta,
Indonesia
• Universite Joseph Fourier, France

From June to November, 2015 Korea University made university-wide agreements with the following universities to provide KU faculty, staff
and students with opportunities for research, professional and academic exchanges.
• National University of Singapore, 2015.06.12
• Queen's University, Canada, 2015.06.22
• Monash University, Australia, 2015.06.22
• Malmo University, Sweden, 2015.06.22
• Otto-Friedrich-University Bamberg, Germany, 2015.06.22
• University of Ottawa, Canada, 2015.07.02
• Moscow State University, Russia, 2015.07.21
• Amazonas State University, Brazil, 2015.07.22
• University of Bonn, Germany, 2015.07.22

• High Point University, USA, 2015.07.28
• University of Missouri, Columbia, USA, 2015.08.06
• St. Francis Xavier University, Canada, 2015.08.10
• California State University Los Angeles, USA, 2015.08.11
• University of Macau, China, 2015.08.11
• Universidad EAFIT, Colombia, 2015.08.14
• University Technology Sydney, Australia, 2015.08.24
• National Research University, Higher School of Economics,
Russia, 2015.08.24

• Pony Chung Foundation, Vietnam, 2015.09.25
• University of Pittsburgh, USA, 2015.10.01
• National Chengchi University, Taiwan, 2015.10.15
• International Christian University, Japan, 2015.10.26
• University of California, Berkeley, USA, 2015.10.28
• National Chao Tung University, Taiwan, 2015.10.30
• University of California, Irvine, USA, 2015.11.30

