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International Engagement
President Jaeho Yeom speaks on
"A New Humanistic Environment" in China
In celebration of Peking University’s 120th anniversary,
Professor Jaeho Yeom, President of Korea University, was
invited to participate at the jointly organized “World University Presidents’ Symposium & Beijing Forum 2018,” on May 4,
2018, in China under the theme of “Changes and Constants:
Universities and Civilizations during the Past 120 Years.”
Together with over 500 university representatives from the
world’s top universities, Professor Yeom spoke on the topic
of cultivating a “New Humanistic Environment” on university
campuses. In his presentation, Professor Yeom summarized
a number of 21st Century progresses in science, (AI), technology (Big Data, IoT) and globalization (the Fourth Industrial
Revolution) and examined how these developments, in the
pursuit of economic efficiency, have led to a series of ‘Creative Destructions’ in post-capitalist societies resulting in
social isolation, marginalization and excessive individualism.
In keeping true to its social role as a national thought-leader,
while contributing to the development of a harmonious society, Professor Yeom then outlined what Korea University
is doing to address these ruptures through innovations to
strengthen social integration, social responsibility and future
employability.
Through reforms to Humanities education, such as the
“CORE” program (making Humanities education more
relevant), Korea University is nurturing students’ problem
solving and design-thinking capabilities. In addition, Korea
University is enhancing its communal infrastructure through
the construction of state-of-the-art learning environments
to foster “Pioneering Intellectuals” with heightened creative
and social skills. In addition, Korea University is encouraging
global community consciousness and engagement through
participation in environmental awareness initiatives and continuing education for aging populations.
As a responsible community actor within Korean society,
Professor Yeom explained how the University is continuing
to remain true to its motto of “Saving the Nation through
Education,” while working to build a truly Humanistic Environment on campus to prepare the next generation to share
this vision with the rest of society, both locally and globally.

About the Beijing Forum
The Beijing Forum, held annually since 2004 under the auspices of the Chinese Ministry of Education, is supported by the Beijing Municipal
Government. The Forum is an international academic event co-sponsored by Peking University, the Beijing Municipal Commission of Education, and the Korea Foundation for Advanced Studies. Over 5,000 eminent scholars, experts, and elected officials from around the world have
gathered in Beijing over the years to attend the Forum, demonstrating the event’s relevance and importance.

International Rankings Update
Korea University achieves its highest ranking ever!
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In addition to its overall ranking, Korea University also
has seven subject areas ranked in the top 50.
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RANKING
Social Science & Managment

32

Global Ranking – #86 in the world *
After breaking into the top 100 in 2016, Korea University
has maintained momentum and now achieved its highest
ranking ever, according to the latest QS World University
Rankings for 2018. Korea University is now the 86th top university in the world, topping such well-known institutions as
St. Andrews University in UK and Purdue University in USA.
Korea University’s achievements in global and subject rankings is a testament to the visionary leadership of its President, the dedication and hard work of its faculty and staff,
the pride Korea University alumni have in supporting their
Alma Mater, as well as the generosity of individual and corporate donors.

Modern Languages

38
Engineering

43

47

48

Social Policy & Administration

43
Accounting & Finance

46
Business & Management

47
Politics

47

*About QS World University Rankings

The primary aim of the QS World University Rankings® is to help students make informed comparisons of leading universities around the
world. Based on six performance indicators, the rankings are designed to assess universities in four areas: research, teaching, employability
and internationalization.
1. Academic reputation (40%)
2. Employer reputation (10%)
3. Student-to-faculty ratio (20%)

4. Citations per faculty (20%)
5. International faculty ratio (5%)
6. International student ratio (5%)

*Source: http://www.topuniversities.com/university-rankings-articles/world-university-rankings/qs-world-university-rankings-methodology
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Outgoing Student News
Korea University students experience
the entrepreneurial culture of Silicon Valley
A group of eager and enthusiastic students participated in the Global Leadership Development Center’s most
recent edition of the “Exploring the World” program from
June 24 to July 2, 2018. This year’s program introduced
the entrepreneurial culture of Silicon Valley, USA, enabling
participants to learn about the process of innovation by
visiting start-ups in various fields, including high-tech,
graphic design/production and online security.
The program began with a day of lectures by SV101, a
start-up consulting firm setting the stage for students to
understand the history and context in which the Silicon
Valley ecosystem functions. Topics covered included the
prototyping of ideas, the development of effective pitches, identifying capital and investment funds and putting
together a dynamic and effective team of employees to
launch a business.
A variety of well-known companies welcomed the KU
delegation including NeuroSky, Beyond Security, Unity3D
and Sazze Partners. In addition, students were able to
attend workshops with Korea University alumni currently
working in Silicon Valley to learn from their experiences
and receive encouragement in their career development.
The nine-day experience was capped off with visits to the
famous sites of Apple, Facebook, Broadcom and Google,
while the student delegation was also welcomed at Stanford University, the academic powerhouse behind the
development of Silicon Valley.

Ms. Jo Eun Park,
Major: Food & Resource Economics
“…‘Exploring the World in Silicon Valley’
was such a great opportunity for me.
Actively participating in the program,
I could see Silicon Valley with my own
eyes, talk to the people working there,
and gain related knowledge.”

Mr. Seung Joon Park,
Major: Business Administration
“As a potential entrepreneur with dreams of starting a business, I was glad to have an opportunity to visit Silicon Valley, the ‘Mecca’ of Start-Ups…. One thing I learned from
the visit is that Silicon Valley is built on trials and failures,
and that starting my own business involves major risk-taking. Considering the fact that 90% of Start-Ups eventually
fail, it seems more accurate to call Silicon Valley a ‘graveyard of Start-Ups’ rather than a ‘Mecca’…. I wish more
Start-Ups emerge in Korea to lead important innovations.”
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Incoming Student News

Coming soon– a new residence
for international faculty & students
In responding to the ever growing need for on-campus accommodations for international faculty and students, Korea
University has started construction of a new “International Faculty and Student House” * in August, 2018.
The new residence is expected to open in 2020 and have 197 rooms for a maximum capacity of 400 people. With a fully
functioning basement level and five floors above ground, the new International Faculty and Student House will have shared
two-person apartments, family rooms for faculty and additional rooms for disabled students and those with special needs.
“Over the last few years we have seen a significant increase in our exchange, visiting and degree-seeking student numbers,”
says Mr. Jong Keun Kim, Director, Global Services Center. “For this reason being able to offer additional on-campus housing
to our students will help to not only assure them of securing a quality place to stay prior to their departure, but also improve
their overall experience at Korea University when they arrive.”
The new residence is situated on a sloped area overlooking the campus, on the same location of a previous older faculty
residence. The International Faculty and Student House is currently the fourth new dormitory building added to Korea University’s Seoul campus since 2005, along with CJ International Faculty House (2005), Frontier House (2011) and Anam Global
House (2013).
* tentative building name

INCOMING
Incoming International Student Stats for the Spring semester,
(March to June), 2018:

International Summer Campus

1,795

Exchange/Visiting Students

604

Degree Students:
• Undergraduate
• Graduate		

Korean Language Program

		

2,330
606

		

4,331

Total 9,666
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KU Maker’s Space,
X-garage #1 opens at KU

To ensure students are fully equipped with the knowledge and skill-sets necessary to succeed in a changing domestic and international business and employment environment, Professor Jaeho Yeom, President of Korea University,
opened the new KU Maker’s Space, X-garage #1 on June
18, 2018.
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With the workspace, technology, tools and
assistance necessary to make ideas a reality,
Maker’s Space, X-garage #1 is an essential resource for students to test, break and rebuild,
as they learn about construction and design,
while developing prototypes and receiving
support and feedback from engineering professors and mentors.

KE
R

In responding to the needs of the local Seoul area, KU Maker’s Space, X-garage #1 is also open to the general public
for them to be involved in generating new ideas, research
and inventions, while contributing to the talent development
of KU students. In this way, KU Maker’s Space, X-garage #1
is set to act as a community cradle of innovation for engineering education in both Seoul and beyond.

IMPLEMENT-CONSTRUCT-PRODUCE

SPA
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, X-GARAGE #1

KU Maker’s Space, X-garage #1 is a repurposed underground facility below the Innovation Building on KU’s Science Campus, where students can develop their ideas into
concrete products, work on solving technical construction
or design problems and make prototypes. With over 496
square meters of space, the facility includes workshops for
woodworking, manufacturing, digital machines, digital fabric
and electrical controls.

KU Maker’s Space, X-garage #

KU Maker’s Space, X-garage #1 will soon be followed by
the addition of KU Maker’s Space, X-garage #2 on KU’s Humanities Campus in late 2018.

"The KU Makers’ Space, X-garage #1 is set to become an idea-rich space
providing students with the tools, technology and support resources they
need to create and build the next great design or technological innovation."
Professor Jaeho Yeom
President, Korea Univeristy

Developing an educational ecosystem
for entrepreneurship at KU
Knowing that entrepreneurship thrives in a milieu fostering imagination, inventiveness, ingenuity and innovation,
Korea University has added the new KU Maker’s Space, X-garage #1 to join two other recently completed innovative educational facilities at KU; CJ Creator Library and π-Ville 99. These facilities assist in the creation of an educational ecosystem
for entrepreneurship on campus, ensuring students have the resources and support they need to think of careers outside the
traditional corporate world by working towards starting their own businesses.

“By building CJ Creator Library, π-Ville 99 and KU Maker’s Space, X-garage #1, Korea
University has affirmed that entrepreneurship is an essential component of modern higher education. This ecosystem will ensure that students have access to the means and
encouragement necessary to fully understand and operate within the entrepreneurial
lifecycle from idea generation to prototyping, testing, marketing and sales."
Professor Jaeho Yeom
President, Korea Univeristy

CJ
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ENTREPRENEURIAL
ECOSYSTEM

CJ Creator Library

INFORM, COMMUNICATE, PROMOTE
Opened in May, 2017, the CJ Creator Library
features one-person media studios, stages
for live performances and presentations and
modular study spaces. These resources enable
students to learn how to acquire, create and
communicate information while producing their
own professional marketing content for distribution both at KU and online.

π-Ville 99

IMAGINE, CONCEIVE, PLAN
This five-story complex consisting of 38 repurposed shipping containers was opened in September, 2016, providing students with group
studio spaces, seminar rooms for lectures from
business mentors and an exhibition hall to feature their ideas and receive feedback. As an
incubator for creativity, π-Ville 99 is a place to
ignite the spark of creativity among students
and assist in idea generation at the very beginning of the entrepreneurial cycle.
Fall Issue 2018
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International Networks
KU’s Vice President, International Affairs, shares
expertise with peers in Asia & North America
With an extensive array of international programs under
his charge Professor Sunhyuk Kim, Vice President, International Affairs, is responsible for a wide-ranging portfolio
including institutional and association relations, short-term
academic and exchange programs, thematic study-abroad
experiences and international undergraduate degree admissions and recruitment.
Through his leadership the Office of International Affairs
continues to attract the attention of top universities from
around the world. For this reason Professor Kim has become
a much-welcomed speaker at many international events
and conferences. Most recently he gave presentations to his
peers in the international education field at APAIE in Singapore and NAFSA in Philadelphia, USA.

Professor Sunhyuk Kim co-presents with colleagues from the University of
Rochester, USA, and National Taiwan University at APAIE 2018.

Tackling influences on student
mobility at APAIE 2018

Highlighting KU’s social
responsibility at NAFSA 2018

At the APAIE (Asia-Pacific Association for International
Education) conference in March, Professor Kim gave a joint
presentation with representatives from the University of
Rochester, USA and National Taiwan University. Together
they addressed the topic of “The Impact of Political and
Global Trends on Student Mobility and Enrollment.”

To an audience of over 100 participants in Philadelphia,
USA, Professor Kim gave a presentation at the NAFSA’s Annual Symposium on Leadership under the theme of “Value
vs. Values: Defending International Education in a Complex
World,” in May, 2018. Each speaker was asked to present
a case study about a project from their university that addresses, and helps to solve, an important social challenge.
Professor Kim chose to highlight the “Korea University Entrepreneurship Academy for North Korean Defectors.”

The session compared cases from three different countries
(Korea, USA and Taiwan), and discussed how politics influences student enrollment and how institutions can remain
globally competitive. Professor Kim shared Korea University’s experience in tracking and responding to the impacts of
politics and global trends and how this can be understood
according to their relation to incoming student recruitment
and outgoing student program participation targets.

As a growing and disadvantaged refugee population in South
Korea, Professor Kim explained how the Academy assists
North Korean defectors to increase their understanding of the
modern South Korean economy and mentors them to develop the skills necessary to put together a business plan with
the eventual goal of opening a small business in South Korea.

Speaking at these large international conferences provides
participants excellent opportunities to learn from each other
and to share their experiences with colleagues working in the
same field facing the same challenges. Professor Kim’s enthusiasm for sharing his experience and wisdom has helped
to spread awareness of Korea University’s many international
programs abroad, strengthening its stature and reputation
within the international education community.

International Research
Information-rich & extremely useful
Research Profiles Book, now available online
The Korea University Office of Research Planning’s annual publication of “Research Profiles,” introducing all faculty
and their research projects and interests, is now available for
download online at the following link:

http://www.srook.net/kur-search/636601854073143044
The publication of this book, available in both English and
Korean, is a practical initiative meant to encourage researcher
cooperation and collaboration by providing an up-to-date
and informative resource about KU faculty and their research
areas and interests to help match with colleagues abroad at
partner universities.
Each profile includes biographical information on each faculty member, their main research topics, descriptions of their
research areas, related graphics and other descriptors. In addition, the book is indexed according to topics and provides
key words for easy reference.
“The idea for creating this book was to provide a practical
and useful resource for professors to highlight their research
interests so as to help match them for potential international
research cooperation,” says Professor Yongchan Kim, Vice
President for Research Planning. “Partner universities are very
delighted to receive this book because it is so informative and
useful. Indeed, for anyone who works in university administration they know it is definitely a difficult, but very worthwhile
project. I am pleased we have been able to compile this book
and that we continue to update it regularly.”

For a hard-copy of the book for your library, or for
potential research collaboration, please contact:
Mr. D’Arcy Drachenberg, Assistant Director, International Cooperation at Korea University, via email
at: drachenberg@korea.ac.kr. Please be sure to add
your name and mailing address and the number of
copies being requested.
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On The Road for KU
Taiwan – June 2018
As Korea and Taiwan share many similarities, both having experienced colonization, political divide and accelerated
economic development, the Ministry of Education of Taiwan,
invited Professor Jaeho Yeom, President of Korea University, to visit a number of the top universities in Taipei to learn
more about their academic programs, institutional strategies
and research priorities.
“The university visits were very well organized and provided
extensive information about their various student programs
and research initiatives,” said Professor Yeom. “It was also
an exceptional opportunity to gain valuable insight into the
current status and developmental potential of bi-lateral university relationships between Korea University and Taiwanese universities.”
Prior to visiting Taiwan’s top universities and meeting with
Mr. Leehter Yao, Acting Minister of Education, President
Yeom also attended the 22nd Association of Pacific Rim
Universities (APRU) Annual Presidents’ Meeting and Retreat
hosted by National Taiwan University.

APRU at National Taiwan University

Ministry of Education of Taiwan

Taipei Medical University

National Chengchi University

National Taiwan University of
Science & Technology (Taiwan Tech)

National Central University

Baltic Countries & Belarus –
July to August, 2018
After visiting Korea University in November, 2017, and being impressed by President Jaeho Yeom’s visionary leadership and developmental projects, Professor Juozas Augutis, Rector of Vytautas Magnus University, invited Professor Yeom to
visit Lithuania to meet with his upper-level Managers and Deans to share information about Korea University and to explore
cooperation and collaboration potential. During the visit he also signed a Student Exchange Agreement, to ensure KU students have an opportunity to experience student life in Lithuania.
“I was very impressed with the graciousness and hospitality extended to the Korea University delegation during my visit to
Vytautas Magnus University in particular, and also the other universities and institutions we visited in the Baltic region,” said
Professor Jaeho Yeom, President of Korea University. “Indeed, their interest in Korea University and eagerness to develop
joint student programs and research cooperation was very encouraging.”
In addition to his visit to Vytautas Magnus University, President Yeom also met with Rectors and Vice Rectors of other universities in the Baltic States, as well as government Ministers responsible for educational initiatives, in Estonia and Latvia. To
make the most of his time in the region, Professor Yeom also visited universities and educational institutions in Belarus.

Lithuania

Estonia
1 Vytautas Magnus University
2 Aleksandras Stulginskis University

1

3 Tallinn University of Technology
4 Archimedes, Innove Foundation,

3

Ministry of Education

2

4

Latvia
5 University of Latvia
6 Ministry of Education, Latvia

5

Belarus
7 Belarusian State University
8 National Academy of Sciences
9 Committee on International

7

Affairs, National Assembly of
Belarus

6

8
7

9
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Attracting the World's Attention
Special Lecture: Professor Michel Zink
The Korea University College of Liberal Arts "CORE" Project Team invited Prof. Michel
Zink, Emeritus Professor at the College de France to deliver a special lecture entitled,
"Humanities Traditions and Horizons of Awareness: Literature and Art in Medieval
France," on Wednesday, May 23, 2018. A permanent member of France's most
prestigious academic society, Académie Française, as well as a member of France's five
major academies, Académie des Inscriptions et Belles-Lettres, Zink is a highly respected
medieval historian.
One of the main themes advocated during Prof. Zink's lecture was the suggestion that
the Christian concept of images and texts, have the ability to signify meaning beyond
what it simply represents, and this has provided the underlying philosophical justification
for the modern arts arising out of medieval scholarship.
In addition to his special lecture, Professor Zink also gave a seminar session entitled
"Froissart et le Temps", with a group of professors and graduate students on the topic of
French poet and chronicler Jean Froissart.

International Delegations
Korea University continues to attract the attention of universities and educational institutions from around the world. Below is a list of international delegations that visited KU from December, 2017 to May, 2018.
December, 2017

March, 2018

April, 2018 (cont.)

• University of Sydney, Australia

• UC Irvine, USA

• University of Lampung, Indonesia

• University of Oregon, USA

• Saitama University, Japan

• Embassy of Colombia in Korea

• International Student Exchange Program (ISEP), USA (1)
• Universitas Gadjah Mada, Indonesia
• University of Udayana, Indonesia

January, 2018
• University of Iowa, USA
• International Studies Abroad (ISA), USA, (1)

February, 2018
• Yeshiva University, USA

• Georgetown University, USA
• University Brunei Darussalem, Brunei
• DAAD, Germany

• Ateneo de Manila University, Philippines

• Schwarzman Scholars Program, USA/China
• Cambellesville University, USA

• International Student Exchange Program (ISEP), USA (2)

April, 2018
• Embassy of Saudi Arabia in Korea

• International Studies Abroad (ISA), USA (2)

• IESEG School of Management, France
• George Washington University, USA
• FAE Centro Universitário, Brazil

• Aix-Marseille University, France

May, 2018
• University of Hong Kong, SAR China
• University of Monterrey, Mexico

• International Christian University, Japan
• Ramapo College, USA

• New York Institute of Technology, USA
• UNISINOS University, Brazil

Agreements
From December, 2017 to May, 2018, Korea University made university-wide agreements (new and renewal) with the following universities to provide
KU faculty, staff and students with opportunities for research, professional and academic exchanges.

• National Taiwan University, Taiwan, 2017.12.06

• University of Iowa, USA, 2018.01.23

• University of Arizona, USA, 2018.04.02

• University of Missouri, USA, 2017.12.11

• Yale University, USA, 2018.02.12

• Universidad de Malaga, Spain, 2018.04.05

• Universidad de Sevilla, Spain, 2017.12.18

• Vietnam National University, Vietnam, 2018.02.12

• Aston University, UK, 2017.12.21

• University of Tsukuba, Japan, 2018.02.23

• Venice International University Consortium,
Italy, 2018.04.17

• Waseda University, Japan, 2018.01.02

• University of California, Berkeley, USA, 2018.02.16

• China Youth Center For International Exchange,
China, 2018.01.04

• University of Buffalo, The State University of New York,
USA, 2018.03.05

• University of Missouri System, USA, 2018.01.08

• University of California, Irvine, USA, 2018.03.05

• Charles University, Czech Republic, 2018.01.08

• King Abdullah University of Science and Technology,
Saudi Arabia, 2018.03.12

• Queensland University of Technology,
Australia, 2018.01.16
• University of Guanajuato, Mexico, 2018.01.23

• University of Illinois at Urbana Champaign, USA, 2018.03.20
• University of Nagasaki Seibold, Japan, 2018.03.20

• Queens College of the City University of New York,
USA, 2018.04.18
• Umea University, Sweden, 2018.04.17
• Univerisity of Mississippi, USA, 2018.05.02
• University of Kent, UK, 2018.05.02
• Universitat Autonoma de Barcelona, Spain, 2018.05.03
• Griffith University, Australia, 2018.05.16

