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Ranked 83rd globally –
top private university in Korea

Korea University continues to experience upward
movement in global rankings, coming in at 83rd top
university according to the QS (Quacquarelli Symonds) World
University Rankings for 2020 (released in 2019). Since 2013,
when KU ranked 145th, the University has been consistently
improving in the rankings, having broke into the top 100 in
2016.
With only two publicly funded universities in Korea ranking
higher, Seoul National University (37) and The Korea
Advanced Institute of Science & Technology (KAIST) (41),
Korea University continues to be considered the top private
university in the nation.
This highest recognition of KU follows up on its exceptional
achievement in the QS World University Rankings by Subject
released in late February, 2019. With 26 disciplines in the top
100, KU also has more subject areas in the top 100 than any
other private university in Korea.

KU ranked 83rd
in QS World University Ranking 2020
1st among private universities
in Korea
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*About QS World University Rankings

The primary aim of the QS World University Rankings® is to help students make informed comparisons of leading universities around the
world. Based on six performance indicators, the rankings are designed to assess universities in four areas: research, teaching, employability
and internationalization.
1. Academic reputation (40%)
2. Employer reputation (10%)
3. Student-to-faculty ratio (20%)

4. Citations per faculty (20%)
5. International faculty ratio (5%)
6. International student ratio (5%)

*Source: http://www.topuniversities.com/university-rankings-articles/world-university-rankings/qs-world-university-rankings-methodology

2 KU- Global Report

International Summer Campus New
Ugandan students discover Korea through
KU’s ISC program
For the second year in a row, Korea University has
welcomed students from Uganda to participate in Korea
University's International Summer Campus (ISC) program.
Through generous external funding, which includes flight,
accommodation, living stipend and tuition, two excited
and enthusiastic undergraduate students from Uganda
Christian University were selected from among their peers
to participate in ISC 2019, taking courses in media and
communications, Korean history and culture and Korean
language.
Ms. Dinnah Babirye, a 22 year-old Journalism major, and
Mr. Peter Christopher Lutta, a 23 year-old Communications
major, both took a full course load of three courses over
a six-week period and found the academic portion of the
program stimulating.
“The classes are unexpectedly different, especially the
New Media class,” remarked Dinnah. “My Korean language
class is also challenging; we move quite quickly through the
materials.”

“I really loved to watch Korean
dramas, I have seen a dozen
over the last few years, and
so when I heard about this
opportunity to come to Korea,
I was very excited about it."

Dinnah Babirye
Major: Journalism

“I am really enjoying my Korean History class,” remarked
Peter. “The explanations are very deep, making it more
interesting to know how rapidly Korea has developed.”
When asked about their experiences in Korea outside the
classroom, both Dinnah and Peter agreed that Korean
people are very friendly, welcoming and helpful, making
their visit to Seoul especially memorable. In addition,
they remarked that a highlight of their participation at ISC
was a fieldtrip to Lotte World Amusement Park with Peter
exclaiming, “The bungie-jump ride was absolutely incredible,
there is nothing like it in Uganda!”

“I wanted to come to Korea because I was curious about Asia...I
have never been outside of Africa
before, and this was an excellent
opportunity.”

Peter Christopher Lutta
Major: Communications

INCOMING STUDENT STATS
Incoming International Student Stats for the Spring semester,
(March to June), 2019:

Short term programs
• International Winter Camps (IWC)
• International Summer Camps (IWC)
Exchange/Visiting Students		

813

Degree Students
• Undergraduate
• Graduate		
Korean Language Program

735
1,801

2,350
644
Total

9,453

3,110
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Cover Story:
President Chung Speaks in Sweden

President Chung speaks on
global competitiveness at
Korea-Sweden Research Forum
President Jin Taek Chung delivered a keynote address
at the “Korea-Sweden Science & Technology Innovation
Forum” held in Stockholm, Sweden, on June 14, 2019.
The Forum was jointly hosted by the National Research
Foundation of Korea and the Swedish Research Council. It
was organized in celebration of the 60th anniversary of the
establishment of diplomatic relations between the Republic
of Korea and the Kingdom of Sweden.
Building on collaborations formalized in 2003, when the
Swedish Research Council and the then Korea Science
and Engineering Foundation (which has subsequently
become the National Research Foundation of Korea) signed
an agreement to advance cooperation in research, the
two organizations issue bi-annual joint calls to encourage
collaborations on timely and relevant research topics.
President Chung’s address, entitled “Basic Research in
Korea: Creative, Challenging and Cooperative” outlined
the current status of basic research initiatives in Korea,
the contribution and impact of the R&D efforts of Korean
universities and the value of international cooperation
programs.
The Forum was attended by more than 100 people, including
the President of Korea’s National Research Foundation, Prof.
Jung-Hye Roe, and the Director General of the Swedish
Research Council Mr. Sven Stafström, among a number of
university presidents and eminent researchers.
President Chung concluded his presentation by emphasizing
that “Korea and Sweden are countries that need to secure
global competitiveness by fostering excellent researchers…
The collaborations between the two countries will generate
synergistic effects and produce excellent researchers.”
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*Attendees at the Korea-Sweden Science & Technology Innovation Forum, 2019

Highlights of President Chung’s Address
Increases to the Korean government’s R&D budget resulted in a significant
increase in the number of top 1% SCI articles during the last five years.

Financial support for basic research in Korea will double by 2022
(compared to 2017).
Korea and Sweden are actively working together to create synergies
through the STINT Program (Swedish Foundation for International
Cooperation in Research and Higher Education) and the Korea-Sweden
Cooperation Development Program.

Korea University is dedicated to spreading an atmosphere of creativity
and innovation in the fields of AI, big data, IoT, block chain technologies,
biotechnology and healthcare.

About the Swedish Research Council (SRC)
The SRC is a Swedish government agency within its Ministry of Education and Research. The
Council funds research and research infrastructure in all scientific disciplines. It also advises the
Swedish Government on research policy issues and works to increase an understanding of the
long-term societal benefits of research.

About the National Research Foundation of Korea (NRF)
The NRF intends to set the direction of Korea’s basic and applied research across all academic
disciplines, lead changes in future-oriented research ecosystems, and become a platform and
facilitator of interaction among universities, research institutes and researchers.
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Outgoing Mobility News
Erasmus+
mobility proves a boon to
KU’s staff development
During the spring of 2019, administrative staff from
Korea University successfully participated in two, one-week
information sharing exercises at partner universities in Spain
and Portugal facilitated through the Erasmus+ staff mobility
scheme.
Mr. Jae Whee Kim, Assistant Manager at Korea University’s
Office of the President, visited the University of Navarra
in Pamplona, Spain, to benchmark human resource
administration.
“One of my main motivations for taking part in this
Erasmus+ mobility was to acquire knowledge about human
resource matters…Their working conditions, salary, labor
unions, relationship between staff etc. … Also, I wanted to
learn about the culture of Spain,” said Mr. Kim. “The staff
I met through this program really helped me to fulfill my
expectations.”

Mr. Jae Whee Kim at the University of Navarra, Spain

Mr. Yeongsu Shin, Specialist in Alumni Relations at Korea
University’s Office of Development and External Affairs,
had the opportunity to visit the University of Porto in
Portugal, where he met with his colleagues and shared
Korea University’s insights into major gift stewardship and
fundraising practices.
“I enjoyed sharing different cultural background and
practices between Korea and Portugal about university
fundraising and philanthropy,” said Mr. Shin. “In this specific
area, Korea University has much more experiences and
practices than the University of Porto, so, I shared those
experiences, which perfectly fits with the ideal of the
Erasmus+ program.”

Mr. Yeongsu Shin at the University of Porto, Portugal

About Erasmus+
Erasmus+ aims to promote the sustainable development of its partners in the
field of higher education, and contribute to achieving the objectives of the EU
Youth Strategy. For more information please visit:
https://ec.europa.eu/programmes/erasmus-plus/about_en
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Building on the success of these initial experiences, Korea
University is planning to increase the mobility opportunities
through the Erasmus+ program for additional staff later
this year. “One staff from General Affairs, Mr. Taeho Oh,
will also visit the University of Porto in November, our
second staff to go to Portugal, and Mr. Seokhwan Moon,
from our Communications Team, will visit our partner in
the Netherlands, Erasmus University Rotterdam,” says Mr.
Seung Hyun Yang, Manager, Exchange and Study Abroad
Programs (Europe) and Coordinator of the Erasmus+
Program. “As awareness of these opportunities increases
on campus, we are seeing more and more interest among
our staff to participate. It is seen as an excellent opportunity
for professional development.”
In addition to sending KU representatives to Europe, the
Erasmus+ Program facilitated the incoming visit of Mr. Pedro
Zaparain, Director of Library Services from the University
of Navarra to Korea University. He spent a week in Seoul
learning about Korea University’s international engagement,
library management, facilities and services.

Featured above are some of the university administrators and mobility participants (the
KerasmusU Group) involved in facilitating the staff mobility program. From Left to Right is
Mr. Seunghyun Yang, Manager for Exchange & Study Abroad Programs (Europe), Mr. Jae
Whee Kim, who visited the University of Navarra in Spain, Mr. Yeongsu Shin, who visited
the University of Porto in Portugal and Mr. Taeho Oh, who is planning to also visit the
University of Porto in November, 2019.

When asked to comment on the highlight of his visit to
Korea University, Mr. Zaparain replied he was impressed by
“the professionalism of its employees and its exceptional
teaching and research quality. I especially valued the care
with which they have treated me.” Korea University is also
looking forward to welcoming another Erasmus+ visitor to
Korea later this year from the University of Porto in Portugal.

Mr. Pedro Zaparain, from the University of Navarra, Spain, enjoying a
Korean lunch during his Erasmus+ staff mobility experience
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Attracting the World's Attention
KU hosts distinguished Israeli Higher Education delegation to discuss research cooperation
Korea University welcomed a distinguished delegation of
representatives from Israeli higher education institutions for a
meeting and facilities tour on July 16, 2019. The delegation,
consisting of over 20 high-level university and government
educational association leaders, experienced a presentation
and information sharing session to help further develop
cooperation and collaboration between Korea University and
some of the top universities and research centers in Israel.
The Israeli delegation was led by Prof. Yaffa Zilbershats, Chair
of the Planning and Budget Committee of the Council for
Higher Education of Israel, and consisted of six university and
college Chancellors and Presidents, CEO’s and Heads of
university entrepreneurship and innovation centers, technology
transfer companies and Vice Presidents and upper level
administrators from universities in Israel.
We were very impressed by Korea University’s achievements,”
says Prof. Zilbershats. “We believe there is great potential to
strengthen cooperation in a range of fields, including student
and faculty exchange, research collaboration, and innovation
and entrepreneurship.”

After the formal meeting, the delegation experienced a
campus tour including introductions to KU’s π-Ville99 and KU
Maker’s Space X-garage facilities, focusing on expanding
entrepreneurship educational initiatives among Korea
University students. The delegation members arrived in Korea
along with His Excellency Mr. Reuven (Ruvi) Rivlin, the
President of the State of Israel, who made an official state visit
to South Korea.

International Delegations
Korea University continues to attract the attention of universities and educational institutions from around the world. Below is a list of international delegations that visited KU from December, 2018 to June, 2019.
December, 2018
• Chinese Higher Education Delegation:
Chinese Ministry of Education,
Shanghai Jiao Tong University &
Southwestern University, China

March, 2019 (cont.)
• University of Minnesota, USA
• St. Catherine University, USA

• International Student Exchange Program (ISEP)

• University of Denver, USA

• University of World Economy & Diplomacy, Uzbekistan

• Jilin University, China

• Notre Dame University, USA

• Carleton University, Canada

January, 2019
• Hong Kong University Delegation, SAR

• Hong Kong Polytechnic University, SAR
• University of Queensland, Australia

February, 2019
• University of California System Delegation, USA

March, 2019
• China University of Political Science and Law
(CPUL), China
• Ambassador of USA in Korea

• University of Nebraska, Kearney, USA
• Kansai University, Japan

• University of Helsinki, Finland

• Department of Education, Queensland, Australia
• KU Leuven, Belgium

April, 2019
• Nankai University, China
• York University, Canada

• International Studies Abroad (ISA) Delegation
• Indian Institute of Technology Bombay, India
• Schwarzman Scholars Program, USA
• Okanagan College, Canada

• Federation of Indian Chamber of Commerce & Industry, India

• World Federation of Medical Education World Conference Delegation
• Association of Pacific-Rim Universities, (APRU)
• University of California, Santa Cruz, USA
• Lynn University, USA

• University of California, Irvine, USA

• Knight-Hennessy Scholarship Program, USA

April, 2019 (cont.)
• UNITEC, Colombia

• University of Nebraska, Lincoln, USA

May, 2019
• Ambassador of EU in Korea

• Renmin University of China, China
• University of Malaga, Spain

• Northeastern University, USA

• Salzburg University of Applied Science, Austria
• Tecnológico de Monterrey, Mexico

June, 2019
• Chinese Service Center for Scholarly Exchange,
(CSCSE), China
• Washington University in St. Louis, USA
• Pitzer College, USA

• Meiji University, Japan

• Wuhan University, China
• University of Leeds, UK

• University of Philippines, Diliman, The Philippines
• Shenzhen Municipal Science and Technology
Innovation Committee, China

Agreements
From December, 2018 to June, 2019, Korea University made university-wide agreements (new and renewal) with the following universities to provide KU faculty, staff and students with opportunities for research, professional and academic exchanges.
• SUNY Binghamton University, USA 2018.12.11

• University of California, Berkeley, USA 2019.01.23

• IZH Zasag International University, Mongolia, 2018.12.13

• Uppsala University, Sweden 2019.01.28

• University of Connecticut, USA 2018.12.19

• University of California System, USA 2019.02.21

• University of Florence, Italy, 2019.01.14

• University of California at Irvine, USA 2019.03.26

• University of California, Santa Cruz, USA, 2019.01.17

• Ministry of Education Ecuador SENESCYT,
Ecuador 2019.04.04
• University of Maryland, College Park,
USA 2019.05.23
*no agreements signed in June, 2019

