GLOBAL REPORT
SPRING 2020

Vol.21

President Chung
speaks on relations
between “town and gown”
at 2019 Chongqing Talents
Conference in China

Editor
Mr. D'Arcy Drachenberg
Assistant
Mr. Eun Sung Kim
Design
ETC Design
Telephone
+82-2-3290-2951
Fax
+82-2-921-4036
Website
oia.korea.ac.kr
Editor contact
drachenberg@korea.ac.kr

"KU Global Repor t" is the
official newsletter of the Office
of International Af fairs at
Korea Universit y. Published
f o u r t i m e s e a c h y e a r, i t s
goal is to inform and update
inter n atio n al p ar tn er s an d
friends of KU on activities
administered and suppor ted
by the Office of International
Affairs.

KU's College of Medicine, ranked in Global Top 100

02

SK Future Hall opens

03

Cover Story: KU President speaks at Chongqing Conference

04-05

KU's IWC rides the Korean Wave

06-07

Attracting the World's Attention

08

International Rankings Update
KU's College of Medicine ranked
within the Global Top 100
Korea University’s College of Medicine is continuing
to see rapid rise in its international rankings according to
the Times Higher Education (THE) rankings of 775 medical
colleges, from 50 countries, for clinical, pre-clinical and
health studies. The 2020 rankings, released in November
2019, have seen KU’s first entrance into the Global Top 100
at 93rd best university for medicine in 2020. This upward
movement began in 2018 when KU ranked from 201-250
and in 2019 from 151-175. KU’s overall ranking for 2020
according to THE, is 179 globally and 19 within Asia.
“It is a high achievement to be recognized within the world’s
top 100 colleges of medicine, especially as we pledged to
achieve this during the 90th anniversary of KU’s College of
Medicine in 2018,“ said Prof. Hong Sik Lee, Dean of KU’s
College of Medicine. “The KU College of Medicine is set to
play a leading role, taking the development of medicine to a
higher level!”

The weightings for the clinical, pre-clinical and
health ranking are:

35%
Citations
/research influence

KU’s College of Medicine is
also highly ranked according
to the QS Top Universities
Rankings, with a ranking by
subject in Anatomy and
Physiology at 66. Korea
University also has an overall
university ranking for 2020 at
83 and 12 within Asia.

7.5%
International Outlook
/staff, students and research

2.5%
Industry Income
/innovation

27.5%
Research
/volume, income and reputation

27.5%
Teaching
/the learning environment

*About Times Higher Education (THE)

THE is a data provider underpinning university excellence in every continent across the world. As the
company behind the world’s most influential university ranking, and with almost five decades of experience
as a source of analysis and insight on higher education, THE has unparalleled expertise on the trends
underpinning university performance globally.
*Source: https://www.timeshighereducation.com/world-university-rankings/subject-ranking-2020-clinical-pre-clinical-and-health-methodology
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KU Innovative Student Facility
Korea University opens innovative student facility
SK Future Hall
On November 12, 2019, brightly-colored ribbon was cut
during an official ceremony to open a new student facility
on KU’s Seoul Campus called the SK Future Hall. Located
directly across from its sister building, The Centennial
Memorial Samsung Hall, this seven-level 27,370 square
meter building consists of innovative learning spaces for
students, including over 100 seminar and group rooms
and individual study spaces.
In keeping with the historic buildings on campus the SK
Future Hall features a castle-like exterior, however, inside
the modern design highlights KU’s ongoing efforts to
innovate the learning experience. Considered to be KU’s
first student facility with no traditional classrooms, the SK
Future Hall features rooms for conferences and debates,
group projects, research and individual study spaces. The
building also houses restaurants, two levels of parking and
other useful student services.
The SK Future Hall is also equipped with smart technologies
enabling students to reserve study spaces using their
phones, and the rooms are controlled and monitored by a
variety of ICT/IoT technologies.
KU is grateful to SK Group for its generous contribution to
enhance our campus infrastructure while innovating the
student experience.

INCOMING STUDENT STATISTICS
Incoming International Students for the Fall semester, (Sept. to Dec.), 2019:

Semester/Short-Term Programs
• Exchange/Visiting Students		

830

• International Summer Campus (ISC)
(June-August, 2019)

1,801

• International Winter Campus (IWC)

682

(December, 2019 to January, 2020)

• Korean Language Program

3,548

Degree Students		
• Undergraduate
• Graduate		

2,299
602
Total 9,762

OUTGOING STUDENT STATISTICS
The following shows the regions and numbers of KU students who have studied
abroad through KU's exchange and visiting student programs for the Fall
semester, (Sept. to Dec.) 2019.

Asia		
Europe		
North America

146
274
171

Oceania		
South America

26
8

Total 625
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Cover Story:
President Chung Speaks in China
President Chung speaks on navigating successful
relations between “town and gown” at 2019
Chongqing Talents Conference in China
At the invitation of His Excellency Mr. Tang Liangzhi,
Mayor of the Chongqing Municipal People’s Government
of the People’s Republic of China, President Jin Taek
Chung presented a speech at the 2019 Chongqing Talents
Conference in Chongqing on November 9th, 2019.
Under the theme of “Talent Pool from Home and Abroad,
Concerted Efforts for High-quality Development,” the 2019
Chongqing Talents Conference was attended by Nobel
laureates, high-level Chinese and overseas academics,
renowned university Presidents and famous entrepreneurs.
Together they shared their views and ideas on fostering
quality talent pools through open and inclusive education
and social policies.
President Chung was asked to speak at the centerpiece of
the two-day event, the “Prestigious University Presidents’
Roundtable.” The Roundtable included academic leaders
from 13 institutions of higher education from nine countries,
including UK, Germany, Russia, Japan and Singapore.
Together the presidents shared their wisdom, insight and
experiences on the topic of “Quality of Universities and the
Development of the City.”
During his presentation President Chung addressed the
topic by highlighting some of the most impactful examples of
how Korea University is working with the Metropolitan Seoul
Government to strengthen the key elements of the city: its
people, place, economy and communities in need.

“By improving the quality of life for its people, enhancing
the city’s educational infrastructure, stimulating
economic activity and growth while serving those in need,
Korea University is making an impact not only on the city
of Seoul, but also on the nation of Korea and the world.”
President Jin Taek Chung
Korea University

4 KU- Global Report

Highlights of President Chung’s Presentation

1

Korea University’s alumni network includes over 330,000 people, with 12.1 percent of
National Assembly Members, 11.3 percent of CEO’s of Korean listed companies and 14
percent of government diplomats.

2

The presence of top-quality universities within cities brings with them many benefits,
including stimulating local businesses, increasing housing options and values, and
improving social support networks.

3

Since 2016, Korea University’s “Educational Ecosystem for Entrepreneurship” has
helped 62 student projects move on to various phases of business incubation.

4

Since its inception in 2008, the Korea University Social Service Organization (KUSSO)
has certified the successful completion of its programs for 702 volunteers logging over
450,000 hours of work on 613 projects.

5

Cities and universities need each other and working together successfully benefits all
involved.
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Campus News
KU’s International Winter
Campus program riding
the Korean wave
In addition to excellent academic courses, exceptional
teaching and high-quality infrastructure, KU’s International
Winter Campus Program (IWC) is seeing benefits to
enrollment due to the rising popularity of Korean pop-culture
abroad.
Launched in 2016 with 220 students, the IWC program
is a three or four week academic and culture program
featuring 35 credit-bearing courses and one week of cultural
immersion experiences. Enrollment at IWC has more than
quadrupled in the past three years, having reached 870 in
2019.
“One of the reasons we are seeing consistent increases in
enrollment, in addition to the high quality of the program, is
a growing awareness and appreciation of K-pop around the
world,” says Mr. Dong Hyun Jang, Associate Director, IWC
Program. “Most students already are aware of Korea before
they attend our program and much of this is being driven by
the BTS phenomena and K-pop culture.”

Responding to student interest in K-pop
In response, KU’s IWC has incorporated K-pop experiences
into its program including courses on Korean Mass Media
and Popular Culture in Korea and Korean Cinema and Visual
Arts among other academic offerings. In addition, extracurricular experiences include an opportunity to watch
the newly released Korean film “The Odd Family, Zombie
on Sale” with its director Mr. Jaeyoung Lee, virtual reality
experiences in Seoul’s famous Hongdae District, a visit to
Korea’s answer to ‘Google’, Naver.com headquarters, a
studio tour at the Korean broadcasting station MBC and an
opportunity to learn Korean food culture through a hands-on
cooking class.
In addition, students were also gifted box-sets of Korean
cosmetic facial mask-packs by Mr. Oh-Sub Kwon, an
alumnus of Korea University and the Chairman and CEO of
L&P Cosmetics (Mediheal), a leader in the K-pop cosmetics
industry and a promotional partner with famed Korean boyband BTS.
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Listening to our partners about student
interest in K-pop
This phenomenon has also been noted by KU’s many
partner universities as well. On April 3, 2019, KU’s Office
of International Affairs organized a focus-group with
administrators from universities in North America. “The
main take-away from the meeting with our international
office colleagues was that students interested in studying
in Korea have a clear idea about the country, its people
and culture before they depart their home country,” says
Mr. D’Arcy Drachenberg, Assistant Director, International
Cooperation at Korea University, and focus-group leader.
“From the feedback we received, it was evident that K-pop
entertainment and cosmetics have positively influenced
attitudes regarding Korea for young people and we are
cer tainly seeing a benefit with regards to increased
enrollment in our international programs.”

*Korea Times online December 23, 2019.

KU professor studies the economic
impact of the K-pop phenomena
The K-pop phenomena has also recently been studied by
Prof. Ju Hyun Pyun, a professor at the Korea University
Business School. He led a research team investigating the
economic impact of a series of concerts in Seoul in October,
2019, by BTS and compared their foreign tourist drawing
power with the 2018 PyoengChang Winter Olympics.
“The research shows that high-quality cultural content
is capable of drawing as many foreign tourists as the
Olympics,” said Professor Pyun. “[Thus] opening up a new
type of window for service exports.” *
The report also highlighted a number of positive externalities
resulting from the popularity of the BTS concerts, including
cultivating an increased interest in Korean language and
culture, and the desire to study or work in the band's home
country.

“KU is currently our number
one ranked partner in terms
of popularity- I hear it has
something to do with K-pop!”
Ms. Jessica Rigby

International Relations Manager
Aston University, Birmingham, UK
For more information about Korea University’s IWC please visit:
https://winter.korea.ac.kr:5002/src/main/main.php
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Attracting the World's Attention
KU welcomes the world with 87 university delegations hosted in 2019

1.1%

OTHER (1)

21.8 %

EUROPE (19)

7%

LATIN AMERICA (7)

27.6 %

NORTH AMERICA (24)

42.5 %

WHERE DO
OUR VISITORS
COME FROM?

ASIA (37)

With over 1,000 partners in 98 different countries, Korea
University has developed relationships with universities and
educational institutions all over the world. To facilitate these
partnerships KU’s Office of International Affairs hosted 87
incoming delegations in 2019, comprising 392 people.
Delegations ranged from university presidential groups,
country ambassadors and embassy staff to colleagues from
p a r t n e r u n i v e r s i t i e s a n d l a rg e g ro u p s o f u n i v e r s i t y
administrators for benchmarking exercises. In addition to
facilitating the work of the Office of International Affairs,
welcoming visitors also helps our partners get to know KU
better and see for themselves what is unique and special
about the university.

“We would like to thank you very much for welcoming us last week at KU. It was very interesting to see your
campus and all the new buildings and activities. We also enjoyed the car drive around the campus – we are still
impressed by that. We are very proud of having KU as one of our esteemed Korean partners. KU is indeed a very
interesting destination for our students – it is an excellent destination for gaining global exposure.”
Ms. Johanna Lilius
Head, International Relations
Hanken School of Economics, Finland

International Delegations
Korea University continues to attract the attention of universities and educational institutions from around the world. Below is a list of international delegations that visited KU from July to December, 2019.
July, 2019

September, 2019 (cont.)

November, 2019 (cont.)

• Embassy of Iraq staff in Korea

• UNDP Seoul Policy Center in Korea

• IESEG School of Management, France

• Embassy of Chile staff in Korea

• Pontificia Universidad Javeriana, Colombia

• Universtita Gadjah Mada, Indonesia

• Macquarie University, Australia

• Ambassador of Ethiopia in Korea
• Universidad ORT, Uruguay

• Nanyang Technological University, Singapore

October, 2019

• Renmin University of China, China

December, 2019

• Israeli University Delegation, Israel

• University of Zurich, Switzerland

• Minzu University of China, China

• University of Saskatchewan, Canada

• National Taiwan Normal University, Taiwan

• The Chinese University of Hong Kong in Shenzhen, China

• De La Salle University, Philippines

August, 2019
• City University of New York, Queens, USA
• Zhejiang University, China (1)
• University of Florence, Italy

September, 2019
• Minister of Energy, Brazil

• Zhejiang University, China (2)

• Ambassador of Colombia in Korea
• Kokushikan University, Japan

• Universidad De Sta. Isabel, Philippines
• Loyola Marymount University, USA
• Okanagan College, Canada
• University of Missouri, USA

• Albstadt-Sigmaringen University, Germany

November, 2019
• George Fox University, USA

• University of Strasbourg, France
• Umea University, Sweden

• University of California System, USA
• University of Agder, Norway

• Technische Universitat Berlin, Germany
• Universite Catholique de Lyon, France

• Dalian University of Technology, China
• Tsinghua Alumni Association, China

• Indonesian International Islamic University, Indonesia
• Hanken School of Economics, Finland
• University of Havana, Cuba

• Harbin Institue of Technology in Shenzhen, China
• University of Auckland, New Zealand
• Vietnamese Delegation, Vietnam

• China University of Political Science and Law, China
• Hong Kong Polytechnic University, SAR

Agreements
From July to December 2019, Korea University made university-wide agreements (new and renewal) with the following universities to provide KU
faculty, staff and studentswith opportunities for research, professional and academic exchanges.
• University of Bordeaux, France, 2019.07.03

• University of Manitoba, Canada, 2019.09.24

• University of California, Los Angeles, USA, 2019.11.13

• Aix Marseille University, France, 2019.07.03

• University of Gothenburg, Sweden, 2019.10.24

• Universitas Indonesia, Indonesia, 2019.11.20

• NLA University College, Norway, 2019.08.27

• Peking University, China, 2019.10.19

• University of Hawaii at Manoa, USA, 2019.12.13

• University of Auckland, New Zealand, 2019.09.23

• Australian National University, Australia, 2019.11.05

